
SUMTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
SUBJECT: Resolution Opposing the Proposed Amendment 4 to the Florida Constitution - 

"Florida Hometown Democracy" (Staff recommends approval). 
REQUESTED ACTION:  Approve Resolution 
 
  Work Session (Report Only) DATE OF MEETING: 11/10/2009 
  Regular Meeting  Special Meeting  
    
CONTRACT:  N/A Vendor/Entity:        
 Effective Date:       Termination Date:        
 Managing Division / Dept:  Planning 
 
BUDGET IMPACT:       

 Annual FUNDING SOURCE:       
 Capital EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT:       
 N/A  

 

HISTORY/FACTS/ISSUES: 
The Political Action Committee, Florida Hometown Democracy, Inc., gathered sufficient Florida 
registered voter signatures on a petition to place a proposed amendment to the Florida Constitution on 
the 2010 general election ballot.  This proposed amendment is Amendment 4 titled "Referenda 
Required for Adoption and Amendment of Local Government Comprehensive Land Use Plans" (aka 
"Florida Hometown Democracy"). 
 
This proposed amendment requires that all adoptions or amendments of local government 
comprehensive plans approved by the local governing body must also be approved through a public 
referendum process. 
 
If the proposed amendment passes, then all approved comprehensive plan amendments will be subject 
to a simple election process where expert testimony and public debate is replaced by media campaigns 
to promote a ballot initiative. 
 
One of the most significant concerns regarding "Florida Hometown Democracy" is its potential 
negative impact on the ability to promote positive economic development, particularly in 
predominately rural developing communities.  These rural developing communities' comprehensive 
plans and future land use maps are often not structured in a manner to effectively attract and support 
modern economic development opportunities.  Consequently, these communities must often amend 
their comprehensive plans and future land use maps to respond to existing opportunities and prepare for 
future opportunities.  Sumter County is a predominately rural developing community.   
 
Under current State law, Chapter 163, Part II, Florida Statutes, the process to amend a comprehensive 
plan, specifically for amendments to the text of the comprehensive plan or the future land use on 
parcels greater than 10 acres in size, is daunting, typically taking 12 months to complete with 
significant expense to the applicant.  In addition, these comprehensive plan amendments are reviewed 
by the Florida Department of Community Affairs and numerous other state agencies. prior to their 
adoption.  The addition of a public referendum process to these comprehensive plan amendments will 
only add additional time and expense to the process and placing the approval of a comprehensive plan 
amendment, which may meet a significant economic development need for a community, at the hands 
of voters who will be casting their vote based on media campaigns and individualistic perceptions 



rather than expert testimony, public debate, and overall community good. 
 
Consequently, staff prepared a resolution, for consideration by the Board, to oppose the "Florida 
Hometown Democracy" amendment.  This resolution states the Board's opposition to the "Florida 
Hometown Democracy" amendment, encourages voters to carefully consider the potential negative 
impacts of this proposed amendment prior to casting their vote in the 2010 general election, and 
encourages citizens to take an active role in the existing public participation process for the adoption 
and amendment of the county's comprehensive plan. 
 
Attached for the Board's information are: 
 
Resolution opposing "Florida Hometown Democracy"; 
 
Information from the Florida Department of State regarding the proposed "Florida Hometown 
Democracy" proposed amendment and the actual ballot language and full text of the proposed 
amendment; and 
 
A whitepaper from the Florida Chapter of the American Planning Association discussing the     
proposed "Florida Hometown Democracy" amendment ("Background Paper on FAPA's Opposition to 
the Hometown Democracy Constitutional Amendment"; FAPA Executive Committee 9/5/2007) 
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RESOLUTION _______________________ 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE SUMTER COUNTY BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, OPPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO 
THE FLORIDA CONSTITUTION REQUIRING THAT 
AMENDMENTS TO A LOCAL GOVERNMENT’S 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN BE SUBJECT TO A VOTE OF THE 
RESPECTIVE LOCAL GOVERNMENT’S ELECTORATE 
(“FLORIDA HOMETOWN DEMOCRACY”). 
 
WHEREAS, the Political Action Committee Florida Hometown Democracy, Inc. 

gathered sufficient signatures from Florida voters to place the proposed “Florida 
Hometown Democracy” constitutional amendment on the 2010 general election ballot; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed “Florida Hometown Democracy” constitutional 

amendment would reduce comprehensive plan amendments approved by the local 
governing body, after expert testimony and public debate, to a simple yes or no 
popularity contest; and 

 
WHEREAS, planning and growth management decisions in Florida’s local 

government’s are presently made through a representative form of democracy in which 
elected governing bodies are entrusted to make policy decisions on behalf of their 
constituents; and 

 
WHEREAS, in 1985 the Florida Legislature enacted Chapter 163, Part II, Florida 

Statutes, the “Local Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development 
Regulation Act” (the “Act”), mandating that each local government adopt a 
comprehensive plan to manage and guide the use and development of property within the 
local government; and 
 

WHEREAS, the intent of the Act is to empower local governments to preserve, 
promote, protect and improve the public health, safety, and general welfare; to guide and 
manage development; to promote and enhance economic prosperity; to assure appropriate 
provision of infrastructure; and to conserve and protect natural and cultural resources 
within their jurisdictions; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Act requires extraordinary public notice, review, comment and 
hearings before a comprehensive plan may be adopted or amended by a local 
government; and 
  

WHEREAS, local government comprehensive plans are adopted and amended by 
a local government’s governing body only after significant review and input from the 
public, local government staff, and regional and state agencies; and 
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WHEREAS, “Florida Hometown Democracy” will subject a governing body’s 
decision to amend a comprehensive plan based upon legal requirements as well as policy 
issues that require a balancing of the needs and desires of the overall community to 
potentially misleading and inflammatory media election campaigns rather than through 
deliberate and open public hearings with the governing body; and 

 
WHEREAS, “Florida Hometown Democracy” will require the unnecessary 

expenditure of additional local government revenue and additional cost to comprehensive 
plan amendment applicants to fund elections on comprehensive plan referenda. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY SUMTER COUNTY BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS: 

 
1. The Sumter County Board of County Commissioners opposes the proposed 

“Hometown Democracy” amendment to the State’s Constitution on the 2010 general 
election ballot; and 

 
2. The Sumter County Board of County Commissioners urges citizens to carefully 

consider the potential adverse consequences of such proposed amendment before voting 
on the proposed “Florida Hometown Democracy” constitutional amendment on the 
general election ballot in 2010; 
 

3. The Sumter County Board of County Commissioners urges citizens to exercise 
their existing rights to influence the quality of life in the county by participating in the 
development and amendment of the County’s comprehensive plan; 
 

4. The Sumter County Board of County Commissioners urges citizens to regularly 
attend public hearings, workshops and meetings and otherwise take an active role in 
shaping local policies that affect growth within the county; and 
 

5. A copy of this resolution shall be provided to the municipalities within the 
county, the Sumter County Legislative Delegation, the Florida Association of Counties, 
and other interested parties. 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Sumter County Board of County Commissioners at 
Bushnell, Florida, this 10th day of November, 2009. 
 
 
GLORIA HAYWARD 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 
 
 
Attest:___________________________            By:____________________________ 

Deputy Clerk          Garry Breeden, Chairman 
  






























